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Message from the Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you all to this 12th Annual General Meeting of the 

Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI), while presenting the audited Report of Accounts for 

the period 2022-2023.  

 

I am further pleased to announce that the BFTI since its inception has gradually been developing 

its training and research capacity to build itself as a centre of excellence in the arena of 

international trade. With deep sense of gratitude I recall the support provided by the World Bank, 

European Union and GTZ at its initial stage. The Government, then, stepped into the vacuum and 

provided BFTI with endowment funds. Apart from that the Private Sector has been providing 

support to BFTI.  

 

BFTI conducted nearly 187 training programmes including seminars, 34 research/study and 325 

other events during the period 2003-2023 to fulfill its mission. During the financial year of July 

2022- June 2023, BFTI undertook approximately 34 training programmes including seminars, 6 

research/study and 46 other events despite Covid-19. The Institute also provided policy support to 

the Government and the private sector.  

 

BFTI completed several studies that include: ‘Joint Feasibility Study of a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between Bangladesh and India’; ‘04 Studies’ under the 

Bangladesh Regional Connectivity Project-1 (BRCP-1); Studies on 12 Sector-Specific Trade 

Roadmaps under WTO Wing, Ministry of Commerce funded by EIF, WTO; Study to Determine 

Policy Support for RMG Sector for the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) and Consulting service 

for “Branding, Web Development & other activities for Readymade Garment Industries in 
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Bangladesh” under “Export Diversification and Competitiveness Development (TIER II) Project, 

WTO Wing, Ministry of Commerce. In addition, the BFTI has been carrying out several studies 

titled ‘Bangladesh Trade and Investment: Market Opportunities and Trade Barriers’- under 

Institute for International Trade, the University of Adelaide on behalf of the Australian Department 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and implement a Project titled ‘Developing Export 

Competitiveness of Potential Halal Products of Bangladesh’ of Ministry of Commerce funded by 

Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC) Project Funding 

under OIC.   

 

Apart from the above during FY 2022-23, the BFTI has signed a non-financial Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with CNN International Commercial (CNNIC) to promote different export 

sectors of Bangladesh globally at the CNN network. It signed MoU with Department of 

International Business, Dhaka University, World Trade Institute (WTI), Bern University, 

Switzerland, Bangladesh Chamber of Industries (BCI), Spellbound Communications (SCL) and 

renewed MoU with Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT). Another MoU with Comjagat 

Technologies Limited for conducting Training & Research on Cross Border E-Commerce was also 

signed by BFTI. BFTI and the BRAC Business School, BRAC University are jointly launching a 

Post-Graduation Diploma (PGD) programme on International Trade and Business. During this 

period, the BFTI also carried out various payment-based training programs that include: Rules and 

Procedures of Export-Import; Trade Diplomacy and International Trade Negotiation and also 

Understanding Tax, VAT & Customs Duty for Trade.  

 

Moreover, we have been approaching different International Agencies, Business Chambers, 

Associations and Ministries/Divisions for conducting more trade related research and training 

works through BFTI.  

 

I firmly believe that with the support from our members, we can fulfill the main objectives of our 

BFTI- a centre of excellence in international trade research, training and education. 
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Before I conclude, I would like to express my sincere thanks once again to the members of the 

Board of Directors and BFTI officials. Whatever achievements we have been able to make so far 

has been possible only because of your valuable advice and guidance. We do hope and look 

forward to making the BFTI an apex trade related research and training Institute in the country 

overcoming all the challenges. 

  

 

 

Joy Bangla! Joy Bangabandhu! 

 

 

 

Heroic Freedom Fighter Tipu Munshi, MP 

Chairman, BFTI Board of Directors  

                      and 

Minister, Ministry of Commerce 

Government of People’s Republic of Bangladesh  

Dated: Dhaka, 06 December 2023 
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Message from the CEO 

 

 

Mr. Chairman  

& 

Dear Members,                           

 

It is indeed a matter of great hon honor me to welcome you all at the 12th Annual General Meeting 

of the Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI). I would like to express my heartfelt thanks and 

gratitude to the Hon’ble Chair, Vice-Chairs and members present. It also gives me an immense 

pleasure to present before you the Annual Report along with audited Financial Reports of the BFTI 

for the period 2022-2023. 

 

BFTI is a think tank on international trade established under the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) 

with a view to working for both the public and the private sector in the field of trade and business. 

As a think tank, BFTI aims at facilitating and promoting the country's trade through research, 

policy advocacy, training and education. It is patronized by a few important Ministries/Divisions 

of the Government, including Finance, Industries, Economic Relations Division (ERD), Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs (MoFA), the Ministry of Commerce (MoC), and the most important private 

sector business organizations namely FBCCI, ICCB, DCCI, MCCI, CCCI, BGMEA, BTMA & 

BCI.  

 

According to the directions of BFTI Board, after joining the BFTI as CEO, I have undertaken some 

noteworthy initiatives with regard to research as well as training areas. In this connection, BFTI 

has signed a number of important Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with reputed 

organizations that include: BRAC Business School, BRAC University for launching a Post 

Graduate Diploma (PGD) course on international trade and business; Department of International 

Business, Dhaka University; World Trade Institute (WTI), Bern University, Switzerland; 

Bangladesh Chamber of Industries (BCI); Spellbound Communications (SCL); Comjagat 

Technologies Limited and renewed MoU with Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT).  
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BFTI also signed a non-financial Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with CNN International 

Commercial (CNNIC) to promote potential export sectors of Bangladesh globally on the CNN 

network. The Hon’ble Commerce Minister Heroic Freedom Fighter Mr. Tipu Munshi, MP 

launched the "Made in Bangladesh" campaign on 9 December, 2021.  

 

Shortly after joining the BFTI as CEO in July 2021, I have revised several training modules based 

on contemporary demand and reality. For instance: Training on Rules and Procedures for Import 

and Export; Trade Diplomacy and International Trade Negotiation; Understanding Tax, VAT & 

Customs Duty for Trade; Cross Border E-Commerce: Next Generation Business; Trade Finance 

for International Business; Starting Business and International Trade for New Entrepreneurs; WTO 

essential agreements-TRIPS, SPS & TBT; Supply Chain Management; Environment, Social and 

Quality Compliance (ESQ) for Export Industries; and Orientation Course for Economic Manager. 

Some training programs had been undertaken in order to develop human resources of BFTI 

namely, Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) Modeling Using Run Global Trade Analysis 

Project (GTAP) Software, Research Methodology, Gravity Model in International Trade etc. 

 

Moreover, BFTI with the support of Ministry of Commerce coordinated an e-learning training 

course titled "Key Principles of Trade Policy and Trade Promotion” initiated by the Canadian High 

Commission in Dhaka through a software platform “Talent LMS” for the period January 10, 2022 

through March 31, 2022. 

 

It is worth mentioning that the BFTI completed several studies that include: ‘Joint Feasibility 

Study of a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between Bangladesh and 

India’; ‘04 Studies’ under the Bangladesh Regional Connectivity Project-1 (BRCP-1); Studies on 

12 Sector-Specific Trade Roadmaps under WTO Wing, Ministry of Commerce (MoC) funded by 

EIF, WTO; Study to Determine Policy Support for RMG sector for the Export Promotion Bureau 

(EPB) and Consulting service for ‘Branding, Web Development & other activities for Readymade 

Garment Industries in Bangladesh’ under “Export Diversification and Competitiveness 

Development (TIER II) Project, WTO Wing, Ministry of Commerce.  
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In addition, the BFTI has been carrying out several studies titled ‘Bangladesh Trade and 

Investment: Market Opportunities and Trade Barriers’- under Institute for International Trade, the 

University of Adelaide on behalf of the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

(DFAT) and a Project titled ‘Developing Export Competitiveness of Potential Halal Products of 

Bangladesh’ of Ministry of Commerce funded by Standing Committee for Economic and 

Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC) Project Funding, Organization of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC). 

 

Under my editorship, the BFTI has begun publishing Trade for Change, a quarterly newsletter of 

BFTI. Most importantly, the BFTI has been able to publish the “Pocket Trade Outlook, FY 2021-

22” for the first time. Recently, BFTI published a Framework Document on the WTO Outcomes 

and Agreements of Ministerial Conferences and Key Doable Actions for Bangladesh. 

 

At this juncture, it is my privilege to present before the Hon’ble Chairman and the Members of the 

Board of Directors, the audited Accounts of the BFTI for the Financial Year 2022-2023. 

 

I will remain grateful and beseech you all for a continued support and blessings in successfully 

accomplishing the responsibilities of an esteemed organization like the BFTI. 

 
Thank you all. 
 

 
Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin  
Chief Executive Officer 
Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI) 
Dated: Dhaka, 06 December, 2023 
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About BFTI 
 
Bangladesh Foreign Trade 
Institute (BFTI) is a think 
tank on international trade 
established under the 
Ministry of Commerce 
(MoC) with a view to 
working for both the public 
and the private sector in the 
field of trade and business. 
As a think tank, BFTI aims 
at facilitating and 
promoting the country's 
trade through research, 
policy advocacy, training 
and education.  

  
The creation of the BFTI as 
a think tank is a ground-
breaking and pioneering 
initiative in Bangladesh that 
provides this organization a 
unique opportunity to have 
a clear understanding of the 
issues of concern for the 
target groups and to cater to 
their needs in the ever-
expanding spheres of trade, 
especially international 
trade. The aims and 
objectives, and overall 
vision of the BFTI are 
shared by its stakeholders.  

  
BFTI is administered by a 
Board of Directors. The Board 
is chaired by the Hon’ble 

Minister of Commerce with 
members drawn from both the 
government as well as 
business and industry. Private 
sector stakeholders include 
country’s business 

associations and chambers of 
commerce and industry: 
Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FBCCI), 
International Chamber of 
Commerce Bangladesh 
(ICCB), Dhaka Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (DCCI), 
Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (MCCI), 
Chittagong Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (CCCI), 
Bangladesh Garment 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association (BGMEA), 
Bangladesh Textile Mills 
Association (BTMA), 
Bangladesh Chamber of 
Industries (BCI). Public sector 
membership comprises: 
representatives from a number 
of Ministries/ Divisions such 
as Ministry of Commerce; 
Finance Division; Economic 
Relations Division (ERD); 
Ministry of Industries; and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 
BFTI acts as a Member-
Secretary of the Board. 
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Mission:  
To set in motion the country's foreign trade management in a professional manner by developing 
trade and business knowledge of the public and private sector practitioners through top quality 
research, policy advice, education and training. The Institute has three major mandates: 
 

 Providing policy support to the government and the private sector trade bodies and 
associations on existing and emerging trade-related issues 

 Building trade-related capacity for government agencies and private sector enterprises 
through training and research; and 

 Creating a policy forum for consultation between policy makers and business leaders 
 
To carry out its mandate, the Institute may conduct the following activities: 

 Training 

 Research 
 Policy Advocacy 
 Consulting 

 Education 
Vision: 
To develop as an internationally reputed institute for trade policy research, and a center of 
excellence for education and training of the highest standard on trade and business related 
subjects. 
This vision is to be achieved by gradually developing the structure, operational processes and 
human resource capacity of the BFTI, in order to effectively perform the mandated functions 
over a period of time. The core activities as envisaged in the vision are: 

 Applied research on international economic law and trade policy; 

 Policy advice on international economic law, trade-related regulatory frameworks and 
trade policy; 

 Practical training and capacity building on international economic law, trade regulation, 
economic policy making and international negotiations; 

 Recognized and accredited advanced academic programs on international economic law, 
international commerce, international business, and trade policy; 

 A public access information centre for the laws and regulations governing trade in 
Bangladesh and in its major trading partners. 
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BFTI Board of Directors (not according to seniority) 

SL Board Member 

1.  Chairman 
Honourable Minister, Ministry of Commerce 
Heroic Freedom Fighter Mr. Tipu Munshi, MP 

2.  Vice-Chairman 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Commerce  
Mr. Tapan Kanti Ghosh 

3.  Vice-Chairman 
President, Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry,  
Mr. Mahabubul Alam 

4.  Vice-Chairman 
President, International Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh 
Mr. Mahbubur Rahman 

5.  Member 
Senior Secretary, Ministry of Industries 
Ms. Zakia Sultana 

6.  Member 
Secretary, Finance Division, Ministry of Finance 
Dr. Md. Khairuzzaman Mozumder 

7.  Member  
Chairman (Secretary to the Government), Bangladesh Trade and Tariff Commission 
Mr. Md. Faizul Islam 

8.  Member 
Secretary, Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance 
Mr. Md. Shahriar Kader Siddiky 

9.  Member 
Vice-Chairman, Export Promotion Bureau 
Mr. A.H.M. Ahsan 

10.  Member 
Rector, Foreign Service Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Mashfee Binte Shams 

11.  Member 
President, Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar 

12.  Member 
President, Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Mr. Md. Saiful Islam 

http://www.bfti.org.bd/staff_profile.aspx?id=STF000000000010
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SL Board Member 

13.  Member 
President, Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Mr. Omar Hazzaz 

14.  Member 
President, Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association 
Mr. Faruque Hassan 

15.  Member 
President, Bangladesh Textile Mills Association 
Mr. Mohammad Ali Khokon 

16.  Member  
President, Bangladesh Chamber of Industries (BCI) 
Mr. Anwar-Ul Alam Chowdhury, 

17.  Member Secretary 
Chief Executive Officer, Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI) 
Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin 
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BFTI Professionals  

1.  Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin  
Chief Executive Officer 

2.  Mr. Md. Obaidul Azam 
Director  

3.  Mr. Md. Zahidul Hoque Sardar  
Senior Research Fellow 

4.  Mr. Ahsanul Islam 
Deputy Director  

5.  Mr. Md. Julfikar Islam  
Research Manager (Research/Study) 

6.  Mr. Rashedul Kabir  
Research  Manager (Academic Affairs) 

7.  Mr. Harunur Rashid  
Research Associate (Contemporary Research) 

8.  Ms. Mohsena Hossain Elora 
Asst. Director (Common Service) 

9.  Ms. Kazi Sadia,  
Research Associate (on study leave) 

10.  Ms. Asia Binta Amanat Sumi 
Research Associate (WTO, RC, Library & Partnership) 

11.  Mr. HM Simon 
Research Associate (Africa and Leather Goods & Footwear Sector) 

12.  Mr. Farhan Mashuk 
Research Associate (Planning, Development and Tourism Sector) 

13.  Ms. Mahin Afrose 
Research Associate (Europe, e-commerce, Fisheries & Livestock Sector) 

14.  Mr. S. Jobayear Ahmed, Research Associate 
(Asia, Shipbuilding and Light Engineering Sector) 

15.  Mr. Sultan Mahmud, Research Associate 
(Course Design & Plastic, IT Sector) 

16.  Mst. Ayesha Siddika 
Research Officer 

17.  Mr.  Sayed Arafat 
Research Officer 

18.  Mr. Md. Shafiqul Islam 

Administrative Officer (Rules and Logistics) 
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19.  Ms. Mahfuza Rahman 
Personal Officer 

20.  Mr. Md. Shahjahan Badsha 
Administrative Officer  (Accounts & Finance) 

21.  Most. Mursana Afroze Mithi 
Executive Officer 

22.  Ms. July Akter 
Executive Officer 
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Year Number of trainings Number of Days Number of participants 

July 2022-June 2023 16 71 24316 

 

SL. 

No. 

Month & 

Year 

Topic of the Trainings Duration 

 

Number of 

Participants  

01 July 2022 WTO Agreement on Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures (2nd batch)  

July 19-21, 

2022 

 20 

02 July 2022 WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers 

to Trade (TBT) Measures (2nd batch) 

July 27-31, 

2022 

17 

03 August 

2022 

Research Methodology August 21-25 

2022 

17 

04 September 

2022 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT) 1994 (1st batch) 

September 27-

29, 2022 

24 

05 October 

2022 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT) 1994 (2nd batch) 

October 10- 

12, 2022 

18 

06 February 

2023 

Intellectual Property Rights (1st batch)  February 05-

07, 2023 

22 

07 February 

2023 

Trade Policy and Regulatory Framework 

 

February 14-

16, 2023 

27 

08 February 

2023 

CGE Modeling using RunGTAP 

Software 

(Refresher)  

February 27, 

2023 

12 

09 February-

March 2023 

E-Commerce for Tottho Apa and Women 

Entrepreneurs  (Refresher training using 

Zoom Platform)  

February 23-

March 30, 

2023  

24,000 

Training (July 2022- June 2023) 
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SL. 

No. 

Month & 

Year 

Topic of the Trainings Duration 

 

Number of 

Participants  

(A total of 10 information centres; 48 

batches from each information centre; 50 

participants for each batch)  

10 March 2023 Intellectual Property Rights (2nd batch) March 05-07, 

2023 

21 

11 March 2023 Trade Facilitation Agreements and 

Bangladesh (1st batch) 

March 19-21, 

2023 

24 

12 April 2023 Intellectual Property Rights  April 09-13, 

2023 

29 

13 May 2023 Trade Facilitation Agreement and 

Bangladesh (2nd batch) 

May 16-18, 

2023 

24 

14 May 2023 WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding  

(1st batch) 

May 23-25, 

2023   

20 

15 May 2023 WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding  

(2nd batch) 

  May 29-31, 

2023   

19 

16 June 2023 Non-Tariff Measures & Barriers 

(NTMs/NTBs) 

June 04-06, 

2023 

22 

Total   Trainings : 16 
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Research/Study (July 2022- June 2023) 
 

Serial 
No. 

Topics Remarks 

1  Study to gauge the impacts of Padma Multipurpose Bridge on 
the foreign trade of Bangladesh 

Completed. 

2 04 studies for Bangladesh Regional Connectivity Project-1 
(BRCP-1). The objectives of the studies are as follows: 
Study 1: WTO special and differential treatment (S&DT) and 
graduation challenges. 
Study 2: A compiled policy and regulatory guidelines/standard 
operating procedures (SOP) for cross border land port 
management with respect to international trade and transport 
formalities, procedures, documentation and related matters. 
Study 3: Simplification of trade procedures, customs 
modernization, ease of doing business for export promotion of 
Bangladesh to ensure policy coherence between national 
development priorities and international obligations on trade 
facilitation agreements. 
Study 4:  Sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) and technical 
barriers to trade (TBT) co-ordination and notification, 
certification process and infrastructure for promoting trade.  

Completed.  
Final report submitted on 
30 March 2023. 

3 Study titled ‘Trade-related Graduation Challenges and 
Preparation of Sector-Specific Trade Roadmaps’ of 

Bangladesh. This study has been undertaken to prepare a 
roadmap for enhancing the capacity of selected 12 export 
sectors to address the challenges of the sectors with pragmatic 
steps. 

Completed. 
Final report submitted on 
10 May 2023. 

5 Study for the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) titled 
'Determining policy supports and incentives (including 
subsidies) to be offered now and during post-LDC graduation 
for sustainable development of readymade garments (RMG) 
export sector analyzing the mechanism and strategy of its 
closest competitor countries'. 

Completed. 
Final report on 26 May 
2023. 

6 Consulting service for “Branding, Web Development & other 

activities for Readymade Garment Industries in Bangladesh” 

under Export Diversification and Competitiveness 
Development (TIER II) Project, WTO Wing, Ministry of 
Commerce: The Unleashing Heritage project will bridge 

Completed. 
Final report submitted 26 
June 2023. 
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Serial 
No. 

Topics Remarks 

between traditional textiles and contemporary fashion, 
preserving Bangladesh's heritage while embracing innovation. 

7 A Framework Document on WTO Ministerial Conference and 
key Doable Actions for Bangladesh 

Completed 

8 Study on ‘Bangladesh Trade and Investment: Market 

opportunities and trade barriers’- Tetra Tech International 
Development in conjunction  BFTI and Institute for 
International Trade, the University of Adelaide on behalf of 
the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT).   

Ongoing. 

9 A Framework Document on WTO Agreement Ongoing. 
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Opinions/Comments provided on: 

1. Bangladesh-India Joint Working Group (JWG) on Trade Meeting to FTA Wing, Ministry 

of Commerce (MoC); 

2. ‘Expectations and Risks in Bangladesh-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA): Regarding trade in goods, trade in services and investment’ to FTA 

Wing, Ministry of Commerce (MoC); 

3. The report regarding 'Legal and Technical Readiness Assessment of Cross Border 

Paperless Trade (Bangladesh)' to FTA Wing, Ministry of Commerce (MoC). Trade Support 

Measures Wing of Ministry of Commerce on ‘Report of the Study on Preferential Market 

Access and Trade Agreement: Strategic Approach with Time-Bound Action Plan’. 

4. ‘Trade Policy Review (TPR) of the European Union (EU)’ to the WTO Wing, Ministry of 

Commerce (MoC). 

5. ‘Impact of COVID-19 in Trade in Services (Transport and Logistics Services)’ to WTO 

Wing, Ministry of Commerce (MoC).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Support Activities (July 2022- June 2023) 
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Seminars/Workshops/Consultation Meetings/ Validation Workshops/FGD/ National 
Consultation Workshop/Lecture, etc.  (July 2022- June 2023) 

 

Sl. 
No 

Topic Date Number of 
Participants 

1 Public Consultation on study-3 titled “Simplification of Trade 

Procedures, Custom Modernization ease of doing business for 

export promotion of Bangladesh to ensure policy coherence 

between national development priorities and international 

obligations on Trade Facilitation Agreement”  

July 3 2022 33 

2 Workshop on Research and Application 29 August 

2022 

18 

3 Public Consultations on study-1 tilted “WTO Special and 

Differential Treatment (S&DT) and Graduation Challenges”. 

21 September 

2022 

26 

4 Public Consultations on study-2 titled “A compiled policy and 

regulatory guidelines/standard operating procedures (SOP) 

for Cross Border Land Port Management with respect to 

international trade and transport formalities, procedures, 

documentation and related matters”  

4 October 

2022 

41 

5 Public consultation on study-4 titled “Sanitary and Phyto-

sanitary (SPS) and Technical Barrier Trade (TBT) co-

ordination and notification, certification process and 

infrastructure for promoting trade”  

19 October 

2022 

33 

6 Focus Group Discussion (FGD) with relevant stakeholders on 

the study for determining policy supports and incentives for 

Bangladesh’s Readymade Garments (RMG) for Export 

Promotion Bureau (EPB). 

27 October 

2022 

17 

7 1st stakeholder consultations to formulate trade roadmap on 

RMG, Shipbuilding, Agro Products and Processed Food, 

Fisheries and Livestock sectors. 

03 November 

2022 

52 
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Sl. 
No 

Topic Date Number of 
Participants 

8 2nd stakeholder consultation to formulate trade roadmap on 

Light Engineering, Plastic Products, Leather and Leather 

Products and Non-Leather Footwear 

08 November 

2022 

53 

9 Stakeholder Consultation on ‘Identification of Trade-related 

Graduation Challenges and Preparation of Sector-Specific 

Trade Roadmaps for Overcoming the challenges’. 

10 November 

2022 

70 

10 Workshop on strategic plan for BFTI 30-31 

December 

2022 

19 

11 Validation workshops on four studies related to WTO trade 

facilitation  (on Study-2 and Study-4) 

02 February 

2023 

35 

12 Validation workshops on ‘Sanitary & Phyto-sanitary (SPS)’ 

& ‘Technical Barrier to Trade (TBT)’ and (SOP) for Cross 

Border Land Port Management. 

9 February 

2023 

34 

13 Lecture on Connectivity of Bangladesh for the researchers of 

BFTI on 15 March, 2023 

15 March, 

2023 

13 

14 Validation workshops on four studies related to WTO trade 

facilitation  (on Study-1 and Study-3) 

22 March 

2023 

31 

 

15 Validation workshop on the study titled ‘trade-related 

graduation challenges and preparation of sector-specific trade 

roadmaps’ 

07 May 2023 46  

16 Validation workshop on the study for determining policy 

supports and incentives for Bangladesh's RMG 

7 May 2023 18 

17 Workshop on doable actions for Bangladesh from WTO 

ministerial conference outcomes 

21 June 2023 15 

18 Lecture on ‘Legal Arrangements for International Road 

Transport in Bangladesh’ on 07 June 2023 at BFTI 

Conference Room.  

07 June 2023 15 
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Others/Meeting/Events/Activities (July 2022- June 2023) 
 
Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin, CEO, BFTI participated in the following International Events: 

1. Meeting with the World Trade Organization (WTO) on 26 June 2023 at the WTO 

headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. The potential areas of collaboration between BFTI and WTO 

were discussed in the meeting. 

2.  Meeting with the World Trade Institute (WTI) on 26 June 2023 at Bern, Switzerland. In 

the meeting, both CEO, BFTI and Director, WTI agreed on principles to conclude MoU with 

regard to trade related research and training. 

3. Meeting with the European Institute for Asian Studies (EIAS) on 30 June 2023 at Brussels, 

Belgium to explore future areas of collaboration. 

 

Meeting with Foreign Delegates: 

 

1. BFTI hosted a discussion with the visiting delegation of the Ministry of Economy, Trade 

and Industry (METI), Japan, at its office on 15 February 2023. Trade opportunities between 

Bangladesh and Japan were discussed, including the introduction of an EPA, FTA, or PTA, with 

an eye toward the mutual benefit of both countries. 

2. A delegation from JETRO Dhaka recently visited BFTI on May 22, 2023, to explore 

potential collaborations in the trade field. The meeting highlighted the possibility of collaboration 

in areas such as trade-related research and human resource development to enhance bilateral trade 

between the two countries. 

3. A meeting for exploring possible collaboration with the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 

(IIFT) was held on 23 March, 2023 at BFTI. The conversation with IIFT representatives to explore 

opportunities for research, training, and exchange programme and renewal of MOU were 

considered between BFTI and IIFT with an eye towards the mutual benefit of both institutions. 

4. A successful meeting took place at the BFTI to discuss potential collaborations between 

BFTI, Digital Engravers, Digi prime Color Limited, and Daetwyler Group on March 16, 2023. 

The focus of the conversation was to explore trade and investment opportunities, specifically from 

Switzerland to Bangladesh, with the intention of achieving mutual benefits for all organizations 

involved. 
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Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin, CEO, BFTI participated in the following National Events/Workshops: 

 

1. 3rd National Tea Day-2023 at the BTRI School, Sreemangal, Moulovibazar organized by 

Bangladesh Tea Board, Ministry of Commerce on 4th June 2023. 

2. Attended as keynote presenter at a Committee of the Experts meeting, organized by the 

Ministry of Commerce on “Identification of Trade-related Graduation Challenges and Preparation 

of Sector-Specific Trade Roadmaps for Overcoming the Challenges: Diagnostic Trade Integration 

Study Update (DTISU) of Bangladesh: Trade Roadmap for Sustainable Graduation (TRSG)” on 

17 April 2023 at the Ministry of Commerce, Bangladesh Secretariat. 

3. Attended as the Chief Guest at the Validation Workshop titled “Designing and Establishing a 

web based women traders networking system” on 16 April 2023 at BFTI Conference room 

organized by the BRCP-1 Project, Ministry of Commerce. 

4. ‘35th CEO Meeting of the Asian Trade Promotion Forum (ATPF)’. The meeting was organised 

by Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) on 19 October 2022. 

5. Attended as the Keynote Speaker on ‘Identification of Probable FTA/PTA Partners of 

Bangladesh’. The seminar was organized by Bangladesh Trade and Tariff Commission (BTTC) at 

the Bangladesh Institute of Administration and Management (BIAM) Foundation on 18 October 

2022. 

6. Attended As a guest speaker on the ‘Policy Formulation; e-governance & ICT Training Course 

(batch-4)’. The event was organised by the Bangladesh Institute of Administration and 

Management (BIAM) Foundation on 22 November 2022. 

7. ‘National Export Trophy 2018-19 Award Ceremony’ organised by the Export Promotion Bureau 

of Bangladesh (EPB) on 22 November 2022. 

8. ‘National Seminar on LDC Graduation’ organised by the Economic Relations Division (ERD), 

Ministry of Finance on 17 November 2022. 

9. Public hearing on the provision of services under the Consumer Protection Act 2009. The event 

was organised by the Directorate of National Consumer Rights Protection on 16 October 2022. 

10. Attended the training on ‘জাতীয় শুদ্ধাচার ক ৌশল বাস্তবায়ন’. The event was organised by Ministry of 

Commerce on 28 September 2022. 

11. ‘6th National Trade Facilitation Committee (NTFC) Meeting’ on 14 September 2022 arranged 

by Ministry of Commerce at Hotel Intercontinental, Dhaka as a Member. 



22 
 

12. Session on ‘Global Economic Outlook for BRAC Young Professionals’ arranged by BRAC 

on 6 September 2022 at BRAC Learning Center Dhaka as a Resource Person. 

13. Workshop on ‘Draft Recommendation proposed by the Sub-Committee of Internal Resource 

Mobilization and Tariff Rationalization’ arranged by the Ministry of Finance on 03 September 

2022. 

14. The discussion meeting organized on the occasion of 92nd birth anniversary of Bangamata 

Sheikh Fazilatunnessa Mujib on 8 August 2022 by Ministry of Commerce. 

15. “Discussion on Enhancing Sustainability for RMG Sector Competitiveness and Post-COVID 

Recovery” as a Keynote speaker arranged by International Financial Corporation (IFC) & Policy 

Research Institute (PRI) on 03 August 2022 at Hotel Amari, Dhaka.   

16. Inter-Ministerial Meeting on the Joint Feasibility Study Report on Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between Bangladesh and India as a  Special Guest arranged by 

Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute & Centre for Regional Trade, India at Ministry of Commerce 

on 25 July 2022. 

 

BFTI participated the following events under the leadership of by Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin: 

1. The 20th Founding Anniversary of Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute (BFTI) was 

celebrated on June 14, 2023. 

2. BFTI Celebrated its 50th weekly meeting on its Research Activities on 5 June 2023 at the 

BFTI.  

3. BFTI attended the celebration programme of the 103rd Birth Anniversary of Father of the 

Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the National Children’s Day-2023 on 17 

March 2023 at the TCB Bhaban. 

4. BFTI celebrated the International Women’s Day 2023 at BFTI conference room, Dhaka.  

5. BFTI initiated the ‘Yearly health checkup’ programme for routine health checkups of all 

BFTI officials on 21 January 2023 

6. Study visit to the 27th Dhaka International Trade Fair (DITF) on 19 January 2023. 

7. “Discussion Session on 47th martyrdom anniversary of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and National Mourning Day” as a guest on the National Mourning Day 

15 August 2022. 
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8. The Discussion meeting organized on the occasion of the 92nd birth anniversary of 

Bangamata Sheikh Fazilatunnessa Mujib. The meeting was arranged by the Ministry of 

Commerce on 8 August 2022. 

9. On 7 August 2022, the official e-Nothi (e-Filing) management program of BFTI was 

inaugurated by Dr. Md. Jafar Uddin, Chief Executive Officer, BFTI.  

10. The 73rd Birth Anniversary Celebration event of Captain Sheikh Kamal, the eldest son of 

the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The event was organized by the 

Ministry of Commerce at Sultana Kamal Mohila Krira Complex on 05 August 2022. 

11. The Innovation and Integrity award giving ceremony- 2022 of the Ministry of Commerce 

on 27 July 2022. 
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Financial Positions as on 30th June, 2023 
 
 

Financial Positions of Fund 
As on 30.06.2023 

 

Sl No Bank Name FDR/MIS No Maturity Date 

Closing balance 

as on 30.06.23 

1 Brac Bank 1506 303660923006 07.01.23          10,000,000  

2 Brac Bank 1506 303660923007 17.02.24            3,000,000  

3 Southeast Bank 24500012697 18.08.23          52,685,000  

4 Trust Bank 0030-0472000041 13.09.23            8,000,000  

5 Premier-Bank 1793420000025 26.01.27          56,000,000  

6 Premier Bank 0107 34200000991 19.10.26            4,500,000  

7 Premier Bank 107 34200000 973 12.08.26          15,000,000  

8 Premier Bank 107 34200001010 20.01.27            7,000,000  

9 Premier Bank 107 34200000 922 24.11.24            4,000,000  

10 Meghna Bank 1101-36200000003 24.06.23        150,000,000  

11 Meghna Bank 1101-36200000005 25.11.23        100,000,000  

12 Meghna Bank 1101-36100000217 26.01.23          30,000,000  

13 Meghna Bank 1101-36200000004 24.06.23            3,000,000  

14 Bengal Bank 1001421000158 26.01.24          20,000,000  

15 IPDC 1001231000038164 27.03.24            8,500,000  

Total Fund as FDR:         471,685,000 

Source: Auditors’ Report as on 30 June 2023. 




































